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Supported Microsoft Access databases and drivers

Introduction

This document is provided to be used as a reference when using Microsoft Access with IBM® j2°
iBridge 8.9.1.

Supported Microsoft Access databases and drivers

The following versions of Microsoft Access database systems and drivers are supported in iBridge:

Database systems

e Access 2000 (Service Pack 5)
* Access 2002 (Service Pack 1)
* Access 2007

Database drivers
¢ Microsoft MDAC 2.6 OLEDB or later for Jet 4.0

Known problems and restrictions

The following are known problems or restrictions when using Microsoft Access with iBridge:
* There are some restrictions on the use of Binary fields:

— Binary fields longer than 32 bytes cannot be on Cards, a Key field, or a Find field.

— Short Binary fields cannot be used to Chart as picture.
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Connecting to a Microsoft Access database

Connecting to a Microsoft Access database

To connect to a Microsoft Access database:

1. IniBridge Designer, select New from the File menu to display the Provider page of the
Data Link Properties dialog.

2. Select Microsoft Jet 4.0 OLE DB Provider from the list of OLE DB Providers and click Next
to display the Connection page of the Data Link Properties dialog.

B3 Data Link Propetties [ %]

Frovider - Cannection |Advanced| Al I

Specify the following to connect to Access data:

1. Select or enter a databaze name:
|| -

2. Enter information to log on to the databaze:

Uszer name: IAdmin

Bazzword: I

¥ Blank password [ Allow zaving password

Test Connection |
QK I Cancel | Help |

3. Enter the location and name of your Access database in the Select or enter a database
name box. Alternatively, you can click on the L] button to locate it.

The provided database files are installed in the User Gui de and Desi gner Cui de
folders in the local application settings folder, which is hidden by default. An easy way to
access this folder is to open your My Docunent s folder, navigate to the \'i 2\'i 2

i Bri dge 8\ folder, then click on a folder shortcut. This opens the folder in your local
application settings folder.

You need only enter the logon information into this dialog if you want to test the connection.
However, the analysts will be required to specify the username and password when
connecting to the database from within IBM i2 Analyst’s Notebook.

If you do not want analysts to be prompted for logon information, turn on the Allow saving
password check box. This has security implications because the username and password are
stored in the configuration file. When this check box is turned off you will also be prompted for a
username and password, so you may want to work with the check box turned on and then turn
it off before you release the configuration to the analysts.

The user name and password that you use when defining the configuration must have the
same access rights as the username that the analysts will use when opening the configuration
file in Analyst's Notebook. This will ensure that you see exactly the same tables and fields as
the analysts.
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Connecting to a Microsoft Access database

Specifying the database password

If you have a database password for your Microsoft Access database, you can specify the password
during connection.

To do this:
1. Click on the All tab to display the property values.

B3 Data Link Propetties [ %]

Providerl Eonnectionl Advanced Al |

These are the initialization properties for this type of data. To edit a
walue, select a property, then choose Edit Value below.

Mame | Walue -

Diata Source

Extended Properties

Jet OLEDE:Compact *ith...  False
Jet OLEDE:Create Spstem ... False
Jet OLEDE:D atabaze Loc... 1

Jet OLEDB:D atabase Pas...

Jet OLEDE:Don't Copy Lo...  False
Jet OLEDE:Encrypt Datab...  False
Jet OLEDE:Engine Type 1]
Jet OLEDE:Global Bulk Tr... 1

Jet OLEDB:Global Partial .. 2

Jet OLEDB:Mew Databaze.

=
Lk O ED D mminbens Dokl

< | _'l_I
Edit Yalue... |

QK | Cancel | Help |

2. Select Jet OLEDB:Database Password from the list of properties and click Edit Value to display
the Edit Property Value dialog.

Edit Property ¥alue [ %]

Froperty Description
IJ et OLEDE:Database Password

Froperty Yalue
Reset Value | ()3 I Cancel |

3. Enter the database password in the Property Value box and click OK.

4. Click on the Connection tab to move back to the Connection page.

Specifying a secure Microsoft Access workgroup file

If you have a secure Microsoft Access workgroup file (.nda or .ndw) you must specify it here.
To do this:

1. Click on the All tab to display the property values.

2. Select Jet OLEDB:System database from the list of properties and click Edit Value.

3. Enter the full pathname of your Microsoft Access workgroup file (.nda or .ndw) in the Property
Value box and click OK.

4. Click on the Connection tab to move back to the Connection page.
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Connecting to a Microsoft Access database

Testing the connection

If you have entered a username and password in the Connection page you can test the
connection.

To do this:
1. Click Test Connection.

2. Click OK to dismiss the message that appears informing you that the connection was
successful.

3. Click OK.

4. When the Select New Configuration File dialog appears, enter a name for the configuration
file and click Save.

5. If you have not turned on the Allow saving password check box you will be prompted for
your username and password. Enter these in the dialog. If there is a database password
defined you should also enter this here. Click OK.

When you have set up your initial connection to the database, IBM i2 iBridge Designer allows
you to define a parameterized connection using the Edit Connection command on the Tools
menu.

If you encounter any problems connecting to your Microsoft Access database, contact your
Database Administrator.
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Microsoft Access data type mappings

Microsoft Access data type mappings

The table below shows the list of supported Microsoft Access field data types and how they are
mapped via ActiveX Data Object (ADO) types through iBridge to Analyst’'s Notebook.

Microsoft Access # o Analyst’s
Data Type ADO Data Type iBridge Data Type Notebook
Data Type
Yes/No adBoolean (11) Boolean Flag
True/False adBoolean (11) Boolean Flag
On/Off adBoolean (11) Boolean Flag
Date adDate (7) Date Time
GeneralDate adDate (7) Date Time
LongDate adDate (7) Date Time
MediumDate adDate (7) Date Time
ShortDate adDate (7) Date Time
LongTime adDate (7) Date Time
MediumTime adDate (7) Date Time
ShortTime adDate (7) Date Time
Byte adUnsignedTinyInt (17) Byte Number
Integer adSmallint (2) Integer Number
Long adinteger (3) Long Number
Single adSingle (4) Single Number
Double adDouble (5) Double Number
Currency adCurrency (6) Currency Number
GeneralNumber adCurrency (6) Currency Number
Percent adCurrency (6) Currency Number
Scientific adCurrency (6) Currency Number
Fixed adCurrency (6) Currency Number
Standard adCurrency (6) Currency Number
Text ! adWChar (130) String Text
Memo ! adWChar (130) Memo Text
Hyperlink -2 adWChar (130) Memo Text
OLEObject adLongVarBinary (205) Binary Binary
ReplicationID adGUID (72) GUID Binary
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Notices

Notices

Notes:
# _ Numbers in parentheses denote the numeric value of the ADO data type enumerations.

1. Although these Access data types accept multibyte characters, iBridge does not fully
support the input and display of multibyte characters.

2. Access Hyperlink data types will be interpreted by iBridge as Memo data types and any
fields will not be displayed as "clickable" links in the Show dialog.

This information was developed for products and services offered in the U.S.A.

IBM may not offer the products, services, or features discussed in this document in other
countries. Consult your local IBM representative for information on the products and services
currently available in your area. Any reference to an IBM product, program, or service is not
intended to state or imply that only that IBM product, program, or service may be used. Any
functionally equivalent product, program, or service that does not infringe any IBM intellectual
property right may be used instead. However, it is the user's responsibility to evaluate and
verify the operation of any non-IBM product, program, or service.

IBM may have patents or pending patent applications covering subject matter described in this
document. The furnishing of this document does not grant you any license to these patents.
You can send license inquiries, in writing, to:

IBM Director of Licensing
IBM Corporation

North Castle Drive
Armonk,

NY 10504-1785

SU.S.A.

The following paragraph does not apply to the United Kingdom or any other country
where such provisions are inconsistent with local law: INTERNATIONAL BUSINESS
MACHINES CORPORATION PROVIDES THIS PUBLICATION "AS IS" WITHOUT
WARRANTY OF ANY KIND, EITHER EXPRESS OR IMPLIED, INCLUDING, BUT NOT
LIMITED TO, THE IMPLIED WARRANTIES OF NON-INFRINGEMENT, MERCHANTABILITY
OR FITNESS FOR A PARTICULAR PURPOSE. Some states do not allow disclaimer of
express or implied warranties in certain transactions, therefore, this statement may not apply to
you.

This information could include technical inaccuracies or typographical errors. Changes are
periodically made to the information herein; these changes will be incorporated in new editions
of the publication. IBM may make improvements and/or changes in the product(s) and/or the
program(s) described in this publication at any time without notice.This information was
developed for products and services offered in the U.S.A.

Any references in this information to non-IBM Web sites are provided for convenience only and
do not in any manner serve as an endorsement of those Web sites. The materials at those
Web sites are not part of the materials for this IBM product and use of those Web sites is at
your own risk.

IBM may use or distribute any of the information you supply in any way it believes appropriate
without incurring any obligation to you.

Licensees of this program who wish to have information about it for the purpose of enabling: (i)
the exchange of information between independently created programs and other programs
(including this one) and (ii) the mutual use of the information which has been exchanged,
should contact:
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Trademarks

Trademarks

IBM United Kingdom Limited
Hursley House

Hursley Park

Winchester,

Hants,

S021 2JNUK

Such information may be available, subject to appropriate terms and conditions, including in some
cases, payment of a fee.

The licensed program described in this document and all licensed material available for it are
provided by IBM under terms of the IBM Customer Agreement, IBM International Program License
Agreement or any equivalent agreement between us.

Any performance data contained herein was determined in a controlled environment. Therefore, the
results obtained in other operating environments may vary significantly. Some measurements may
have been made on development-level systems and there is no guarantee that these measurements
will be the same on generally available systems. Furthermore, some measurements may have been
estimated through extrapolation. Actual results may vary. Users of this document should verify the
applicable data for their specific environment.

Information concerning non-IBM products was obtained from the suppliers of those products, their
published announcements or other publicly available sources. IBM has not tested those products and
cannot confirm the accuracy of performance, compatibility or any other claims related to non-IBM
products. Questions on the capabilities of non-IBM products should be addressed to the suppliers of
those products.

All statements regarding IBM's future direction or intent are subject to change or withdrawal without
notice, and represent goals and objectives only.

This information contains examples of data and reports used in daily business operations. To
illustrate them as completely as possible, the examples include the names of individuals, companies,
brands, and products. All of these names are fictitious and any similarity to the names and addresses
used by an actual business enterprise is entirely coincidental.

If you are viewing this information softcopy, the photographs and color illustrations may not appear.

IBM, the IBM logo, and ibm.com are trademarks or registered trademarks of International Business
Machines Corp., registered in many jurisdictions worldwide. Other product and service names might
be trademarks of IBM or other companies. A current list of IBM trademarks is available on the Web at
“Copyright and trademark information” at www.ibm.com/legal/copytrade.shtml.

Adobe, the Adobe logo, PostScript, and the PostScript logo are either registered trademarks or
trademarks of Adobe Systems Incorporated in the United States, and/or other countries.

Microsoft, Windows, Windows NT, and the Windows logo are trademarks of Microsoft Corporation in
the United States, other countries, or both.

Java and all Java-based trademarks and logos are trademarks or registered trademarks of Oracle
and/or its affiliates.

Other names may be trademarks of their respective owners. Other company, product, and service
names may be trademarks or service marks of others.
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